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PREFACE 


Of  the  galaxy  of  teachers  of  orthodox  Indian  schools,  Sri 
Malladi  Suryanarayana  Sastri  Gam  is  a  lingering  luminary. 
Before  the  end  of  the  last  century,  the  traditional  mode  of  school- 
ing had  almost  vanished  and  the  introduction  of  varied  curricula 
in  the  Universities  for  Degrees  of  Oriental  Learning  gave  an  official 
sanction  to  its  suppression.  The  star  that  destined  our  Sastri 
Gam  to  take  up  his  profession  in  colleges  and  the  University  has 
not  however  marred  his  regard  for  the  beliefs  of  his  forefathers 
and  that  interest  forms  the  background  of  his  literary  works.  In 
two  volumes  of  lucid  Telugu  he  gives  an  impressive  exposition  of 
Sanskrit  Literature,  Vedic  and  Post  Vedic,  and  presents  a  histori- 
cal panorama  of  an  extensive  tree  of  Indian  lore,  with  its  bran- 
ches and  blossoms  as  they  appeared  over  the  course  of  myriads  of 
years.  His  ideas  of  chronology  have  been  coloured  to  an  apprecia- 
ble degree  by  the  environment  of  modern  'orientalists',  but  his 
veneration  for  the  Vedic  RIshis  and  their  glossators  has  manifes- 
ted itself  in  a  pleasant  narrative  of  the  evolution  of  philosophic 
thought.  He  is  rightly  conscious  that  an  attempt  to  tread  en 
detail  and  to  cover  the  whole  catalogue  of  writings  will  be  too 
indiscreet  for  the  purpose  of  his  work,  and  his  wisdom  in  the 
choice  of  works  and  authors  for  notice  has  saved  him  from  the 
folly  of 'falling  between  two  stools'.  He  has  reviewed  modern 
theories  and  researches  in  a  critical  ^and  dignified  way  and  to  a 
reader  that  is  neither  crazy  nor  indolent,  these  two  volumes  give 
an  idea  of  what  Sanskrit  Literature  is,  be  it  metaphysical,  theolo- 
gical, scientific  or  literary.  His  summary  of  the  tenets  of  Darsa- 
nas  and  Prasthanas,  as  atheistic  and  theistic,  dualistic  and  non- 
dualistic,  will  be  much  appreciated  as  a  new  orientation  of  their 
fundamentals.  His  presentation  of  the  progress  of  Alankara 
Literature,  with  its  unconscious  alliance  with  the  sciences  (darsa- 
nas)  is  an  illuminating  literary  criticism,  Everywhere  his  views 
have  been  well  documented  and  he  makes  the  reader  pause  at 
several  steps  to  ponder  over  the  grace  and  serenity  of  Sanskrit 
Literature. 
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